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Developmentof  Province 

SPEECH  OF 

The  HON.  RICHARD  McBRIDE 

Prime  Mirflster  of  British  Columbia 

On  the  Address  in  Reply  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 

in  the  Provincial  Legislature,  Monday, 

January  15th,  1912. 


"I  feel  sure,"  said  Premier  McBride, 
upon  rising,  ind  after  the  outburst  of 
applause  had  subsided  which  greeted 
his  motion  to  continue  the  debate, 
"that  the  members  of  our  legislature 
have  followed  the  criticism  of  my 
friend  the  member  for  Alberni,  as  I 
have,  with  more  m  ordinary  inter- 
est. We  have  had  the  opportunity  be- 
fore of  listening  to  that  gentleman  in 
his  now  very  responsible  role  as  Lib- 
eral party  leader  during  three  sessions 
past.  In  his  criticisms  of  the  govern- 
ment of  today,  and  I  feel  that  I  can 
term  his  effort  of  this  afternoon  cred- 
itable to  him  In  a  superlative  degree. 
Considering  the  limited  numerical 
strength  of  his  party  In  the  house  at 
present  and  the  other  disadvantages 
under  which  he  labors,  I  think  that  all 
members  of  the  house  will  agree  with 
me  that  he  has  today  acquitted  himself 
heroically. 

"Before  proceeding  to  deal  with  cer- 
tain of  the  observations  of  my  friend, 
I  uesire  to  refer  appreciatively  to  the 
very  bright,  crisp  and  interesting  ad- 
dresses on  Friday  afternoon  in  moving 
and  .seconding  the  reply,  by  the  honor- 
able the  second  member  for  Vancouver 
and    the   member   for  Yale.     We  all   fol- 


lowed their  remarks  very  closely,  and 
we  all  must  have  come  to  the  one  opin- 
ion that  in  these  two  gentlemen  the 
legislature  of  this  country  possesses 
two  members  who  are  both  active  and 
exceedingly  able  men.  With  respect  to 
what  was  said  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Vancouver  city,  one  is  not  sur- 
prised at  the  breadth  and  statesman- 
ship displayed  In  his  remarks,  remem- 
bering that  he  comes  to  this  house  as 
the  representative  of  one  of  the  wonder 
commercial  centres  of  tiie  world.  We 
must  also  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  dis- 
trict Of  Yalrf  recent  development  has 
been  strongly  marked  and  most  satis- 
factory with  regard  not  only  to  the 
mining  Industry,  but  also  to  that  of 
agriculture,  and  the  very  timely  ref- 
orences  made  by  the  representative  of 
Yale  district  to  these  two  industries 
stamp  him  as  a  man  who  's  trying  to 
follow  and  to  assist  in  the  development 
that  Is  taking  place  today  by  every 
means  in  his  power  and  with  all  the 
large    ability   at    his    command. 

An   Old,   Old   Cry 

"Coming  back  to  the  remarks  of  my 
frien-1,  the  member  for  Alberni,  I  must 
again    tender    him    my    sincere    congrat- 
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u  alions   upon    the   general   exo.Honce   of 
his     address.     Of     course,     however,     he 
had    to    present    once    more    the    thread- 
bare  indictment    epltoml/,..d   in   the   ques- 
tlon   that    we    ha.e   heard    from    him   be- 
fore.    Where    l.s    the    government's    land 
policy?'     That    i=<    an    old,    old    cry      De- 
spite the  progress   which   Is  apparent  on 
every    hand   ami    the  development   which 
every   resident    of    this   favore.I    province 
must    recognize   and   appreciate,    his   at- 
titude   is    unchanged.     With    respect    to 
thi.s     land     policy     of    the     government: 
ihe      workers,     the    agriculturists.      the 
business      men    of    the    country.      have 
when    the   opportunity   of    elections    has 
presented  it.self,  -whenever  the  course  of 
the    government    has   been    submitted    t.. 
the  jury  of  the  electorate  for  its  consid- 
eration,   shown    themselves    the   first    to 
come  to  the  endorsement  of  this  admin- 
istration and   of   Its   policy.      Instead   of 
harping  away  on  this  one  old  string,  in- 
stead   of   attempting   to    depreciate    the 
efforts   which   are   being   put   forth   con- 
tinually   to     promote    the     development 
and  the  pro.sperity  of  Britl.sh  Columbia 
my     friend     the     member     for     Albernl 
should    come   forward    man-fashion   and 
tender  his  congratulations  to  the  coun- 
try ut)on  prevelling  conditions,  especial- 
ly as  to  the  development  and  settlement 
of  the  lands  of  British  Columbia  which 
is    taking   place.        British    Columbia   is 
not    at    all    comparable    with    either   Al- 
berta   or    Saskatchewan    in    respect      to 
the  characteristics   of  Us  land.     This   is 
not  a  prairie  province,  and  It  is  not  pos- 
sible for  us  to  lay  out  our  lands  check- 
er-board     fashion    and    sell    and    settle 
hem  overnight.     We  have  a  country  of 
topographical      difficulties,    of    physical 
difficulties,      where,     before     we    can   do 
anything   directly   in    tae   settlement   of 
the  lands,  it  is  nece.«sary  for  u.s  to  con- 
struct highways  and  induce  the  building 
of  railways,   so   as    to   bring   our   colon- 
sts    in    close    touch    with    markets    and 
liases    of   supply    before    they    can   clear 
he    heavily-timbered    lands    which      are 
the  characteristic  are«.  of^his  country 
We    haven't    the    prairie    land     to    offer 
prospective    settlers,    but    our    timbered 
lands    make    excellent      farming      areas 
when   once   they   have   been   cleared. 
Vneanalled  Soil 


hose    applying    to    the    development    of 
the  lands  of  the  prairie  provinces  which 
were    undoubtedly    in    my    friend's    mind 
when    lie    was   speaking   today.     I    would 
ask   him   whether  or  not  he   expected   us 
to   take   him   seriously   in   his   references 
to      unscrupulous    land    specuiatora      In 
this   province?   Has   he   not   .luring   years 
past      iM-en    one      of      tho.se      continually 
and   unqualifiedly  supporting  with   both 
hands   the   Liberal   party   of   the   Domin- 
ion  of  Canada,  which  has  done  more  for 
the    assistance    of    land    speculators,    to 
the  detriment  of     the     public     interest 
than   perhaps     any      other      government 
Which  Canada  has  ever  known?  Has  he 
forgotten       the        .Saskatchewan        land 
tioal?        He    comes      here      and      prefers 
against    this    Government    this      specific 
indictment   with   respect   to   land   specu- 
lation, and  yet  he  Is  himself  one  of  the 
men    in    Canada    supporting    with    both 
hands  an  administration  responsible  for 
such   a   bargain— I    use   the   word   in   all 
charity— as  the  Saskatchewan  land  deal 
Perhaps  no   one   is  so  well   qualified   to 
deal   With   the  subject  of  such   'specula- 
tion'  as   one   who   has   been   so   long  as- 
sociated   as    he    with    the    Liberal    party 
in   Canada.     What  speculation   could   be 
more   open    to   censure   than   that   which 
we  find  has  been  systematically  indulg- 
ed in  in  connection  with  our  own  Pacif- 
ic   fisheries?      Do  we   not   find   food   for 
the    most    serious    consideration    in    the 
manner  m  which  fishery  rights  and  in- 
terests   In    British    Columbia    have    been 
systematically   farmed   out   by    the   Lib- 
eral   party   of   Canada?      Having   regard 
to  these  things  it  would  seem  that  there 
is  no  man  more  qualified  to  address  the 
House  and  the  country  on  the  subject  of 
iniquitous  speculation   than  one  who  ac- 
knowledges   the   same   allegiance   to   the 
Liberal  party  as  my  friend  opposite. 
Substantial  SeTelopment 


"The  soil  of  the  greater  porting  ^r 
n..tis„  Columbia.  when  properly 
brought  under  cultivation.  may  be 
fairly  said  to  be  unequalled  the  world 
over  in  its  productivity.  B„t  the  con- 
ditions   are    very    different      here      from 


With  regard  to  the  land  policy  of  the 
government  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
tor  me  to  repeat  that  our  land  pol- 
icy is  making  for  the  substantial  devel- 
opment Of  the  country  and  that,  under 
U.  we  have  done  and  are  doing  what  we 
can  to  restrict  speculation,  ami.  if  pos- 
sible, to  prohibit  speculation  and  the 
speculator   in   connection   with    the   utll- 

izafinn     nf    »»,_     „, ,        . 

■  •■"  ■'••'^:i  l:ina3  or  liiiiiaii 
Columbia.  We  have  at  the  present  time 
an  excellent  credit  and  we  propose  keep- 
ing that  credit  stron.^-.  so  tl.Mt  our  op- 
portunities and  our  relations  with  the 
financial    world    may    be    such    that   we 


may   continue   to  enjoy   facllitits   for   the 
colonization   and    the    utilization    of    the 
losources  of   this   country   which    Is  our 
very    valuable    heritage.      In      oider      to 
preserve   our   credit   It   is   necfssary   for 
us   to   retain  confidence  everywhire  und 
in  doing  this  It  Is  essential  that  we  keep 
the  administration  of  our  lands  upon  a 
firm,   legitimate  and     creditable     tdane. 
Our  land  laws  are  laws  which  we  have 
Mason    to  be  proud  of.     They   are   laws 
which  are  being  widely   copied   in   other 
parts   of  the  world,   and   they   come     to 
us  as  a  part  of  the  inheritance  wo  have 
received   from    those     courageous      first 
settlers    to    whose    genius   and    indomit- 
able   efficiency    British    Columbia    owes 
so   much.     Although   so  large  a  propor- 
tion   of  our   lands    Is   heavily    timbered, 
and  despite  those  physUal  disadvantages 
under  which  we  labor,  we  find  that  dur- 
ing  the    past    year    the   number   of    pre- 
emptorg   cominp    into   British    Columbl*, 
apart    altogether    from    those    with    sav- 
ings or  independent  resources  who  have 
acquired  lands  by  purchase,  has  Increas- 
ed  by  fifty  per  cent;  and  as  rapidly,  aa 
quickly,   as   we  can   secure   tlie  coiistnir- 
tlon  of  railways  and  build  roads  to  give 
acce  >s    to   <,ur   lands,    the   proportion   of 
pre-emptors  will  constantly  increase.  We 
find    that  wherever   we  have  good   land 
to  offer,  in  touch  with  market  facilities, 
so   soon   as   we   <'an    runstruct    road.s,    \\c 
get   settltrs.      So   soon   as   we   can   thus 
provide  for  their  necessities  we  can  look 
for  good  settlers  and  we  need  not  look 
in  vain.     If  the  government  instead     of 
thus    scientifically    studying    the    neces- 
sities of  the  situation  arising  from  the 
conditions    of    the    country    were    to    go 
blindly  ahead  with  some  scheme  of  land 
settlement  such  as  my  friend  from  Al- 
bernl  has  doubtless  read  about  In  some 
book   it   is   not   very   difficult    to   realize 
the  result  that  might  acrue   to  the  dls- 
advan'arts  of  British  Columbia. 
Bv*T7  B«aion  for  Frlda 
"We  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of 
our  land  policy  and  also  of  the  manner 
In  which  the  people  of  British  Columbia 
have    stood   by    us    whenever   an   appeal 
has  be.Mi  m«df  to  them  for  endorsement 
of   tli.>   course   of   the      government,      of 
which  the  ianc  policy  of  necessity  forms 
a  part.      In   the   promotion   of  land   set- 
tlement not  only   do   we   try   to   provide 
facilities  of  communication  In   the   way 
of    railways    and    trunk    roads,    but    we 
endeavor   at   the    same    time    when      the 
settler  comes  in   to  provide  markets  for 


his  products  and  facilities  for  the  edu- 
cation of  his  children  ful!y  equal  to 
what  he  would  have  l;ad  had  he  re- 
mained In  the  Motherland  or  in  the 
Eastern  provinces  of  this  Canadian  Do- 
minion. The  broad  policy  of  encourag- 
ing beneficial  colonization  by  the  mak- 
ing of  railways  and  roads,  the  provis- 
ion of  inarke's  and  the  estab.ishment  of 
public  schools  is  unquestionably  one  to 
the  credit  of  this  I'rovince;  and  I  war- 
rant you  that  when  the  final  census 
returns  are  available  my  fr' ■nd  from 
Albern!  will  be  greatly  delighted  to 
find  how  the  agricultural  population  of 
British  (""olumbia  has  increased  and  the 
suiierior  position  to  which  the  farming 
industry  ha.s  attained.  We  have  not 
perhaps,  been  able  to  do  everything 
that  the  most  exacting  critic  might  ask 
of  us,  but  considering  the  conditions  of 
British  Columbia,  Its  topography  and 
configuration,  the  heavily  timbered  na- 
ture of  a  considerable  portion  of  our 
lands,  etc.,  we  have,  I  think,  managed 
to  go  far  in  the  settlement  of  our 
lands  in  a  manner  profitable  to  British 
Columbia  and  creditable  to  the  pro- 
vince and  to  the  Empire. 

Seooarnlses  Ho  "nuigm" 

"My  friend  from  Albernl  thought  fit 
to  make  a  very  pointed  reference  in  re- 
spect to  tlie  passage  of  a  certain  order- 
in-council  providing  for  an  increase  in 
the  price  of  crown  lands  and  asked  tiie 
House  to  believe  that  that  order-in- 
council  was  rendered  necessary  at  that 
particular  time  by  political  reasons,  in 
order  to  protect  what  he  termed  'an 
inside  ring.'  I  may  say  to  this  House 
and  to  the  country  that  this  govern- 
ment knows  or  recognizes  no  rings  or 
special  friends.  No  individual  or  com- 
bination or  aggregation  of  any  sort  or 
description  has  liad  any  recognition 
from  this  government  in  connection 
witli  any  public  business  not  stiictly 
in  accordance  with  the  law  or  right; 
and  Liberal,  Independent,  Socialist  or 
Laborlte  has  as  strong  a  place  before 
this  administration  and  is  as  certain 
of  receiving  just  consideration  in  any 
dealings  with  It  as  it,«  most  hearty 
Conservative  follower.  It  is  not  only 
unfair  to  the  government,  but  to  my 
friend  In  opposition  that  anyone  should 
have  put  in  his  hands  statements  such 
as  he  has  made  today.  The  strongest 
word   that  can   ho   found   in   the   diction- 


•  ry  is  not  sufficient  to  properly  char- 
Vterlze  and  conJemn  the  misrepresenta- 
tion of  tliu  guvvrnment's  admlniKtratlun 
of  public  landti  that  he  Iium  expressed 
to  the  House.  1  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve iliiit  if  tlio  grand  total  of  land 
operations  in  British  Columbia  of  re- 
cent date  could  be  analyzed  it  would 
be  found  that  the  majority  of  appli- 
cants is  made  up  of  Liberals  and  not 
Conservatives — with  perliaps  some  few 
Socialists  EM  well.  tlaughter).  And 
why  should  this  not  be  so?  The  law 
says  that  a  man  can  bjy  these  lands 
or  pre-empt  them.  We  are  here  to  ad- 
minister these  lands  in  the  public  be- 
half. Here  again  my  friend  seems  to 
have  suffered  through  contact  with  "an 
inside  ring.'  We  In  the  Conservative 
party  do  not  know  what  It  is  to  have 
any  inside  ring.  The  Conservative 
party  stands  today,  as  It  has  always 
stood,  for  favors  to  none  and  equal 
rights  for  all.       (Applause). 

Tribute    to    Xiate    CoL    WoUendan 

"In  connection  with  my  friend's  re- 
ference to  the  matter,  I  am  very  glad 
to  be  able  to  say  with  reference  to  the 
demise  of  th<  late  King's  Printer,  that 
I  was  permi  -d  to  see  Colonel  Wolt- 
enden  very  shortly  before  he  passed 
away,  i  shall  never  forget  the  long 
and  pleasant  and  most  satisfactory  re- 
lations which  during  so  many  years 
existed  between  that  courteous  gentle- 
man and  most  efficient  public  officer 
and  the  various  governments  during  his 
long  years  of  service  In  British  Co- 
lumbia, r  had  been  privileged  to  enjoy 
his  acquaintance  since  the  early  days. 
As  a  civil  servant  his  place  was  an  im- 
portant ono  and  was  ably  filled.  And 
because  of  his  zeal  and  his  steadiness 
as  a  servant  of  the  Crown,  his  Majesty 
King  Edward  had  seen  fit  to  bestow 
upon  him  the  Imperial  Service  Order, 
which  was  duly  presented  by  His  Honor 
the  Lieutenant-Governor.  This  honor 
was  no  more  than  a  partial  recognition 
of  his  merits,  and  upon  his  decease  a 
special  issue  of  the  Gazette  was  Issued 
announcing  his  regretted  death,  he 
having  been  until  his  taking  away. 
King's  iTintei-  and  pubiisiier  of  the 
first  and  all  official  gazettes  in  the 
province  of  British  Columbia. 
Taxation    Matters 

"Now,  as  to  what  my  friend  has  said 


with  reward  to  taxation  mattera:  It 
will  be  well,  perhaps  to  defer  any  ex- 
tended dlncusslon  of  this  aubjeit  until 
the  report  Is  presented  to  the  Hixine  of 
til-  Koyal  Commission  to  which  was 
entrusted  tlie  special  invcstlKation  of 
all  mutters  connected  with  a»."iesMment8 
nnd  tbe  incidence  of  taxation  through- 
out the  [irovlnce.  In  the  appointment 
of  that  commission  the  government  wa> 
fortunate  In  securing  the  services  ot 
two  very  prominent  British  Colum- 
bians to  assist  my  colleaKU<  s.  the  Fl- 
nanci!  Minister  and  the  President  of 
the  Cour.c!!,  I  -efer  to  Mr.  C.  H  Lugrli. 
of  Victoria  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Malkin  of 
Vancouver.  We  have  this  to  our  credit 
as  a  government  that  whenever  and 
wherever  we  have  found  it  necessary 
and  expedient  to  appoint  a  commission 
to  investigate  any  special  problems 
presenting  themselves  for  our  consid- 
eration, we  have  had  from  those  com- 
missions well  studied  and  practical  re- 
ports upon  which  subsequently  valuable 
and  beneficial  legislation  Una  been 
based.  As  instances  in  point  I  may  re- 
fer to  the  previous  commission  on  tax- 
ation, to  the  commission  on  insurance 
matters,  and  to  the  commission  upon 
the  selection  of  a  University  site  for 
British  Columbia.  We  all  are  aware  of 
the  work  of  these  past  commissions  and 
ot  the  nature  of  their  reports  and  of 
what  has  followed  their  reception, 
based  upon  them.  When  I  refer  today 
to  the  report  soon  to  be  presented  to 
the  House  as  a  result  of  the  operations 
of  the  taxation  commission.  I  do  so 
with  full  assurance  that  good,  sound, 
useful  legislation  will  In  due  course 
follow  as  a  result  of  the  Investisatlons 
recently  conducted  by  this  tribunal. 
These  special  economic  conilltlon.s  with 
which  the  government,  the  tax  collector, 
mu.st  deal,  have  been  tliorousjhly  gone 
into,  the  commissioners  travelling  to 
all  parts  of  the  province  In  order  that 
the  most  complete  and  aut'iorltatlve 
data  might  be  obtained  and  the  sound- 
est conclusions  arrived  at  in  respect  to 
the  special  problem  under  examination. 
I  understand  from  my  colleasrue.  the 
■—,,,,•..  >f!n!Ft(-r  •nrho  was  cbslrmaa  of 
this  commission,  that  in  a  very  few  days 
he  hopes  to  be  able  to  present,  througli 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
the  commission's  report,  to  this  House 
for  Its  cMisIderatlon. 


Oovernmant  and  Tsmiara 

"My  friend  liaM  •aid  niiii-h  with  re- 
Bptrt  lo  tiie  uttltudo  of  the  k«>vi  i  nimnt 
toWiirilM  tlie  farmer.  I  well  rfnii'mbi'T 
III  I'JOI.  wlicn  We  were  obllKt'd  to  In- 
ert use  taxation  Bt-nerally.  and  It  IikI- 
dentally  lietama  necesnarj'  for  ua  to 
tipk  tlie  farr.ierB  for  a  larK'-r  imitrlbii- 
llon  Uian  th^y  had  lippn  prevl  iiisly  puy- 
luK  toward  the  revenues  i)f  the  country, 
how  we  wi  re  aecutted  a«  eneiiil<»  of  (ho 
farmer,  and  lieUl  up  to  ahuHe  for  "ur 
treatment  of  lilm.  And  1  remember  well 
that  Hhin  we  tfien  wi  iit  to  I  le  rnrni.is 
for  their  assistance  how  they  turned 
out  the  I-iberal»  and  returned  suod 
TorlcH  In  their  place.  The  farmers  ap- 
prei  lated  the  situation  us  ll  existed,  and 
St.cod  hy  us  and  the  country  i>utrlotlcal- 
ly.  SInee  then,  happily,  we  lia\e  been 
able  to  reduce  taxation  on  a  prnduatod 
scale  and  1  believe  that  wlu'n  we  have 
bad  the  report  of  the  taxation  commis- 
sion laid  before  us  we  shall  be  able  to 
come  to  this  house,  and  recommend  still 
further  decreases.  But  the  farmers  are 
not  complainlni?.  The  only  one  farmer 
that  1  have  heard  saylni;  very  much 
with  letcard  to  the  burden  of  taxation 
is  my  friend  the  member  for  Alberni — 
end  perhaps,  too,  the  member  for  New- 
castle. Of  all  the  farmers  of  British 
Columbia  these  two  appear  to  be  the 
only  ones  who  feel  themselves  unjustly 
dealt  with.  The  others  are  not  com- 
plalninp.  To  a  very  great  extent  our 
furm  lands  He  within  the  boundaries  of 
municipalities,  and  we  have  nothing  to 
tlo  with  the  revenues  from  farming 
lands  except  where  these  lio  In  \inor- 
ganlzed  districts.  And  It  Is  Interesting 
to  note  In  this  connection  the  gcneial 
disposition  of  those  Interested  when  any 
quesition  of  municipal  Incorporation  pre- 
Btnts  itself.  Having  had  experience  of 
provincial  administration  of  their  In- 
terests, you  will  always  find  the  people 
concerned  pausing  to  voiy  seriously 
consider  thj  question  as  to  whether  it 
Is  wise  for  them  to  go  out  from  the 
government  and  adopt  a  municipal  form 
of  governmont.  As  a  general  thing  it  is 
oui  practice  to  accord  Home  Rule  when- 
ever It  is  asked  for.  But  It  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  whenever  a   proposal  to 

those  in  tha  Interested  districts  think 
a  long  time  and  seriously  befora  they 
endorse  the  change  from  provincial  con- 
trol. No.  the  farmer  stands  for  a  mo- 
ment,  and   asks   himself  very    seriously 


l(  It  I"  for  the  be«t.  becaune  for  ^on^ 
leHson  or  other  he  does  not  like  to  leave 
the  province — that  is  direct  provincial 
Bdminlstratl.Jn. 

••My  frienil  from  Alberni  Raid  a  whole 
lot  in  reg.tril  to  tariffs  and  protection. 
Wat  be  still  In  his  bumorou.s  vein?  Had 
1,1  forgotten  that  durluK  tlftien  yar* 
o.-  morf  he  had  loyally  sui)portod  the 
I.aorler  Kovernmont  In  its  policy  of  free 
tradtj  in  iwiriie,  but  protection  In  reality 
«nil  practice?  If  he  looks  over  the 
latest  election  returns  he  will  tlnil  that 
llio  tarnnis  of  thin  country  expreised 
llieniselves  as  pretty  well  satisfied  with 
Conser\atlve  tuatment  In  the  past  and 
with  what  ihev  may  expect  to  receive 
fii  m  the  Coniervative  party  In  the 
future. 

Batter  Tanua 

"Now  wl'li  regard  to  Hetter  Terms: 
My  friend  from  Alberni  appears  to  have 
overlooked  the  fact  that  the  unanimous 
^ote  of  'Ills  nouije  has  b:-en  recorded  In 
ci.uorsement  and  conflrniation  of  the 
t.oKlticii  which  I  took  at  Ottawa.  Uo 
Bienis  to  have  forgotten  that  If  we  were 
lo  measure  In  monetary  terms  the  con- 
Eideration  which  we  asked,  it  would  be 
jxpressed  as  one  million  dollars.  About 
)SGO.0O0  wo  have  already  received  In 
lnc:reased  subsidy.  As  one  of  the  re- 
fiults  of  the  action  taken  by  this  legis- 
lature and  at  Ottawa  wc  secured  an 
offer  of  one  million  dollars,  which  we 
refused  to  accept  as  settlement  in  full. 
protecting  that  refusal  by  a  successful 
appeal  to  the  home  autlioritle'.;.  iiur 
claim  for  a  more  equlta.bl3  arrangement 
with  the  Dominion  Is.  therefore,  in  just 
as  good  a  position,  as  live  ;in  issue,  as 
ever,  and  In  bringing  pressure  to  bear 
upon  tlie  government  a\  Ottawa  with  a 
v;ew  to  securing  a  ilnal  settlement  In 
this  connection  It  Is  our  determination 
to  leave  nothing  undont  In  order  to  ob- 
tain a  complete  and  flial  adjustment 
which  will  be  thoroughly  equitable  to 
all  Interests  concerned,  and  meet  with 
the  unqualified  approval  of  the  people 
ot  British  Columbia. 

Watar  Slylita 

"Now,  with  regard  to  tlie  water  ques- 
tion: We  have  not  measured  >  .e  return 
In    doliiirs    and    cents     which     the    pro- 

Iration  of  the  water  in  Do.nlnlon  lands. 
That  administration  is  proj  erly  a  pure- 
ly local  or  domestic  question,  and  the 
proper  place  for  Its  tlispo:ial  is  here, 
and    not    at    Ottawa,      thrte      thousand 


inlka  awiiy.  Wliat  Ik  tfoixl  fur  the 
pfuplu  of  llrllUli  I'oluinlil.i  In  other 
portions  of  the  province  hIiouU  bf 
Buoil  for  the  nut  of  thom-  who  IIvh 
wltiiiM  tile  I'oiiiulurleii  of  Ihu  railway 
lull.  w,.  hiiil  niaJe  luo  Hiiuic  appeals 
In  ri'L^anl  tu  thlx  iiiatlur  to  the  l:i8t  Kov- 
i-riuiunt,  but  with  \fry  lltte  success. 
When  w8  went  to  uttawa  on  the  last 
occiision,  the  attorney-Kciierul,  the  min- 
ister ot  IuiuIh  and  I  met  wttli  lion.  Mr. 
ItoBcrs  ami  the  prime  inlnlstei  of  I'an- 
aila.  and  after  a  conference  of  a  few 
hours  with  them,  were  able  to  leuve 
the  parliuiiient  bulldlnga  at  the  nation- 
al capital  with  an  assurance  that  our 
proposals  would,  and  should,  be  taken 
up.  It  Is  expected  that  an  Act  will 
very  shortly  be  brought  ..own  providing 
for  our  administration  of  this  matter. 
The  terms  of  agreement  are  now  being 
considered  by  the  Ccpartment  at  I't- 
tawa  and  the  attorney-general  here, 
and  so  soori  as  the  text  of  a  memorand- 
um of  agreement  Is  decided  upon.  Its 
details  will  be  laid  before  this  house. 
Meanwhile  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for 
me  to  emphasize  how  Important  this 
matter  Is.  meaning  afrriost  the  life  of 
the  lands  within  the  railway  belt  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  "people  who  there 
have  tlulr  homes  and  their  Interests. 
The  productivity  of  the  lands  In  the 
dry  belt  has  only  recently  begun  to 
obtain  full  recognition,  and  the  Kam- 
loops  and  adjacent  districts  are  only 
now  just  coming  Into  their  own.  Mil- 
lions of  money  will  be  required  to  pro- 
vide Irrigation  facllltl  g  for  their  ade- 
quate development,  and  Boon  yet  more 
millions  will  be  necessary  In  order  to 
provide  all  necessary  iinplemental  far- 
tors  in  the  iievelopnient  of  these  lands. 
We  are  on  the  srwt,  in  tlie  best  position 
to  Advance  the  utilization  of  these  lands 
and  the  development  of  their  full  pro- 
ductiveness. At  the  present  time  it  Is 
not  my  Intention  to  make  more  than 
passing  reference  to  tn!s  question.  In 
conseiiuence  of  the  privy  council  de- 
cision with  regard  to  ■nater  rights  with- 
in the  railway  belt,  many  questions 
have  arisen  lnvolvin^'  very  eonslt-erable 
hardship,  which  can  only  .  e  removed  l>y 
careful  and  uniform  action,  which  the 
province  will  take  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

Agrlcnltural    Probltm 
"Tn   connection   with    the   large   excesa 
of   imports    over   production   In   agricult- 
ural    produce,     which     was     referred       to 
briefly    l)y     the     member     for    Yale    and 


alio  by  tile  second  member  for  Van- 
couver, the  fact  must  not  be  overlooked 
that  rel.itlvely  to  i>opulatlon  «  similar 
excess  has  exiated  for  many  years.  Ke - 
cently  It  has  been  more  marked  by  rea- 
son of  the  greater  Inrush  of  population, 
particularly  as  this  Inrush  baa  been 
cllre.'ted  chiefly  toward  town  and  clly 
centres.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
each  hi  ael  of  the  population  In  British 
t'olumbla  consumes  or  ."uch  products  to 
the  value  of  $S0.  In  lUlU  It  was  esti- 
mated that  75.000  persons  were  added 
to  the  population,  and  In  1911  the  num- 
ber certainly  could  not  liave  been 
less,  and  In  every  probability  was 
considerably         mciie.  The        Increase 

of  consumption,  therefore,  for  which 
no  provision  could  have  been  madi' 
by  the  farming  population,  was  not 
less  than  about  six  million  dollars: 
and,  considering  the  increase  from  year 
to  year  of  population,  it  could  not 
have  been  expected  that  anything  like 
a  balance  ciiuld  be  struck  between  Im- 
ports and  consumption.  When  the 
minister  of  finance  comes  to  deliver  his 
budget  speech  we  may  expect  to  have 
details  laid  before  us  of  this,  what  ap- 
pears to  be,  astonishing  disparity,  and 
to  be  shown  tluit,  really,  from  the  slon  1- 
poI.:t  of  production,  agriculturally,  the 
farmers  of  liritlsh  Columbia  are  doing 
wonderfully  wi'li  as  compared  with  for- 
mer years.  Of  the  total  of  what  are 
clasfvpd  as  agricultural  products.  It 
must  be  borne  In  mind  that  there  will 
always  be  a  considerable  portion  Im- 
ported at  certain  seasons  of  the  year 
when  we  do  not  produce  to  meet  our 
own  necessities,  or  wnen  our  supply  Is 
temporarily  short.  We  Import  from 
Washington,  Oregon,  California.  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand.  Our  seasons 
do  not  correspond,  and.  therefore,  ue  ore 
In  the  happy  position  of  being  able  to 
obtain  fresh  products  In  what  would 
otherwise  be  off  seasons  at  home.  We 
confidently  anticipate  that  the  influx 
of  population,  as  well  as  the  natural 
Increase,  will  continue  for  man.v  years 
to  come,  and  I,  personally,  do  not  anti- 
cipate, however  rapid  our  farming  de- 
velopment may  be,  that  our  farmers 
will  be  able  to  catch  up  very  soon.  We 
would  be  delighted  to  grow  n.  great  deal 

I  regard,  under  the  circumstances,  as 
but  one  of  the  Incidents  of  our  very 
rapid  growth.  It  means  that  our  farm- 
ers have  continued  demand  for  their 
product    at    good    prices,    and    while    the 


fariiH'rit  are  prosperoua,  the  rest  or  the 
coiiuiiunlty  ia  not  likely  t'>  nufftT  very 
iiiucli.  I  do  not  ci)n»..ier  It  wine  at  the 
prraunt  Juncture  to  go  further  Into  the 
matter  of  our  aKrlcuUural  pro.liietion. 
for  the  r  ason  that  It  inuxt  bo  tn  Momf 
ronKliliTuhle  txtftit  an  rstlmntp,  hut  na 
the  cpniiua  wan  taken  last  year,  we  may 
expert  very  shortly  to  be  In  posneimlon 
of    more    cxiicl    detalla. 

Ballway    Policy 

"Now  Willi  rrx.nii  lu  iiiir  r.ilUv;iy 
polliy,  you  will  notice  that  my  frl>)n<l 
tiom  Albernl  haa  xald  aKuln  toiluv 
priulli  ally  what  hi'  Mai<l  two  >i'aiH  a^n, 
on  thf  same  topic,  that  our  .ailwiiy 
policy  Was  but  a  bait  tu  catch  the  p>'U- 
ple.  I  read  tlio  pirns  ui'  tin-  country 
and  the  Liberal  i>ross  whicli  eclimra 
Ihia  opinion.  If  It  is  plci.Hcd  to  term 
any  effort  which  mysdr  and  coileaKuea 
may  put  forth  to  secure  Hie  develop- 
ment and  the  .iroaperlty  of  British  Co- 
lumbia by  means  of  railway  construc- 
tion as  a  bait,  it  Is  wcU  entitled  to 
use  that  phia»e.  I  hope  at  all  times 
to  be  able  to  Justify  to  the  house  and 
to  the  country  my  offering  to  British 
Columbia  of  a  similar  bait — If  that  bait 
means  tlie  settling  up  of  the  waste  areas 
of  this  country,  the  development  of 
those  areas,  the  placing  of  thousands  of 
Industrious  people  in  our  fertile  valleys 
and  on  our  timbered  or  our  richly  min- 
eralized hillsides,  (Applause.)  We  have 
been  told  by  my  friend  the  member  for 
Albernl  that  I  am  desirous  of  precipi- 
tating a  general  election.  I  am  no  more 
fond  of  general  elections  than  anyone 
else,  for  they  mean  a  very  arduous 
period,  and  the  man  who  must  stand 
responsible  for  the  policy  of  this  coun- 
try and  the  administration  of  its  af- 
fairs must  necessarily  feel  it  most. 
This  government  has  now  been  In  ex- 
istence for  a  period  of  ten  years,  t..d 
I  may  say  that  I  have  never  initiated 
any  general  policy  unless  I  have  fel'. 
that  it  was  for  the  advantage  of  Brit- 
ish Columbia  a..d  tliat  I  had  the  peo- 
ple behind  me  in  its  Initiation  and  if 
It  api'ears  to  me  that  furtlier  develop- 
ment by  railway  constrjctlon  is  neces- 
sary I  will  go  to  the  country  on  that 
policy,  not  as  a  bait  but  for  the  judg- 
ment of  the  people  before  I  make  the 
move,  and  if  they  do  not  agree  with 
me  they  can  turn  me  out  and  put  my 
friend,  the  leader  of  the  opposition,  In 
my    place,    and    I    can    go    out    with    the 


reeling  that  wi<  Imvr  kIvph  an  honest 
administrati  m  to  nrltlah  Columbia  and 
till-  heat  aervlCB  of  whicli  »e  arn  rap- 
able  in  our  cduiiIiv'm  tirhalf.  (Ap- 
plauxe.) 

Wot  Marklnr  Tim* 

"H.ili;  roniiii:,'  lp;irk  to  this  huuae  with 
vti  iua  'v  the  wliule  province  behind  us. 
do  we  nieil  lo  offer  the  country  any 
bait?  1'  we  ileslred  to  s"  to  the  coun- 
try todiv.  with  or  witlioiit  an  enlarged 
railway  policy,  I  feel  ttonddent  we  would 
he  nturniil  without  serious  opposition. 
Hut  we  are  not  here  to  mark  time. 
Any  guv-'inMienl  wlil(  h  does  not  make  It 
Its  busH  ess  to  study  tlie  slKna  of  the 
times  and  how  It  can  best  effect  the 
ilevelopni-mt  of  this  province,  keeping 
touch  wl'"h  tlie  forward  march  of  west 
ein  Amo-ka  and  doing  all  that  lies 
In  Its  power  to  promote  the  substantial 
Interests  of  the  country,  would  be  un- 
lit to  control  the  Interests  of  this  prov- 
ince and  the  people  of  British  Colum- 
bia. 

"I  shall  not  touch  at  iin.v  lenKth  on 
the  subject  of  railway  cotistrurtion  as 
later  on  In  the  session  I  hope  to  deal 
not  only  with  the  details  of  work  that 
has  already  been  prosecuted  under  ex- 
isting arrangements  hut  also  with  what 
Is  reasonably  possible  within  the  next 
few  years  should  the  legislature  see  Its 
way  clear  to  accept  my  sugiiestlons, 
which  I  feel  confident  It  will.  I  think 
that  up  to  the  present  It  will  be  con- 
ceded even  by  my  good  friend,  the 
leader  of  the  opposition,  that  the  rail- 
way policy  of  the  government  has  been 
a  fairly  successful  one.  It  is  matter 
of  common  knowledge  that  railway  con- 
struction on  the  mainland  and  on  the 
Island  of  Vancouver  is  progressing 
along  the  most  favorable  lines.  and 
that  every  reasonable  anticipation  has 
been  realized.  The  volume  of  business 
that  has  arisen  out  of  railway  con- 
struction alone  has  been  very  large  In- 
deed, and  is  at  least  one  of  the  factors 
of  the  present  prosperity  enjoyed  by 
all   parts   of    this   province. 

Faith  In  the  Fntare 

"In  proposln.^  to  submit  my  railway 
policy  to  this  house,  which  I  hone  to 
in  two  or  three  weeks,  I  do  so  with 
strong  faith  In  the  future  of  the  coun- 
try and  with  a  firm  determination  to 
do  everything  within  my  power  to- 
wards   implementing      Its      development 


throiD^h    the   construction    of   these   pro- 
jei^'pil   »'i'l  necessary  rnads. 

"It  is  amusinK  to  hear  the  member 
foi-  Albcnii  onci  more  lament  the  dis- 
position of  this  Rovernnient  to  sacrl- 
Puo  'he  credit  of  tlie  country  for  the 
ailvanta.;e  of  railway  corporations.  Why 
one  of  llie  last  acts  of  the  I^iberal  Rov- 
ernment  at  Ottawa  was  to  Riiarantee  the 
I'oiids  of  tlie  Canadian  Northern  for  no 
less  a  sum  tiian  thirty-seven  million 
dollars.  This  was  all  very  Rood,  in  the 
Dpiiii'in  of  my  friend,  for  a  Lilberal  gov- 
eriimi.-nt  at  Ottawa,  but  for  this  Con- 
sei\  .itive  ,i;overnment  of  British  Co- 
lumhia  it  is  a  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor! Consistency  is  a  jewel  which 
my  friend,  apparently,  has  still  to  KO 
far  to  seek,  I  will  promise  him  In  his 
solicitude  for  the  best  interests  of  Van- 
couver Island  that  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  details  of  our  railway  policy  we 
shall  not  be  unmindful  of  the  inter- 
ests of  Ills  con.stituency  and  those  of 
.he  entire  island.  I  do  not  mean  that 
Vancouver  Island  shall  benefit  especial- 
iy,  but  th.a  we  shall  take  such  meas- 
ures as  appear  to  us  best  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  legitimate  prosperity  of 
the  entire  prcv  Tce  of  Rrit'.sh  Columbia; 
for  wluii  i.s  i;i"!.l  for  Vancouver  Island 
Is  pood  for  ,T'.i  of  nritisli  Columliia.  and 
what  redounds  to  the  advantage  of  all 
British  Columbia  must  be  for  the  ma- 
terial benefit  of  Vancouver  Island — for 
we  are  and  ever  will  remain,  one  and 
Inseparable.     <  \pplause.) 

The  Coronation 

"The  member  for  Yale,  and  I  think 
the  second  member  for  Vancouver,  re- 
ferred to  the  imposing  functions  con- 
nected with  the  coronation  of  King 
George  and  Queen  Mary,  at  which  I 
had  the  honor  with  my  colleague,  the 
attorney  general,  to  represent  the 
province.  Vou  ure  aware  that  Brit- 
ish Columbia  was  ofRcially  represent- 
ed at  the  coronation  ceremonies  In 
London  by  Invitation  of  the  colonial 
office,  and  I  desire  to  express  my  sense 
of  high  appreciation  of  the  uniform 
kindness  and  consideration  that  were 
extended  to  my  colleague  and  Mrs. 
Bowser,  and  to  mv  wif^  and  niv^elf 
during  our  stay  In  London,  by  the  Im- 
perial authorities  and  by  many  others. 
The  coronation  Itself  was  a  wonderful 
and  Inipos  ng  ceremony  carried  out  as 
such  rituals  are  in  the  old  home  lard, 
with    absolute    perfection    of    arrange- 


ments. Representatives  were  present 
from  all  sections  of  the  empire  and  it 
was  most  refreshing  and  inspiring 
thus  to  see  Britishers  from  all  quart- 
ers of  the  globe  fraternizing  and 
standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  as  Im- 
perial brethren  should. 

"The  outstanding  feature,  the  lesson 
to  be  drawn  from  such  Imposing  dis- 
play as  that  which  characterized  the 
coronation  ceremony  and  celebration, 
is  found  In  the  fact  that  the  whole  of 
the  great  empire  was  adequately  re- 
presented, and  that  the  enthusiasm  and 
evidences  of  devotion  to  their  majes- 
ties and  their  majesties'  dominions  ob- 
served throughout,  typified  and  repre- 
sented the  spirit  of  the  empire  and  the 
spirit  of  every  portion  of  the  greatest 
empire  of  the  world,  of  which  we  in 
Canada  and  in  British  Columbia  are 
and  are  bound  to  be  more  and  more 
a  conspicuous  part.  Nothing  like  It 
could  be  possible  in  any  other  nation 
or  empire  the  wide  world  over. 

"It  seemed,  too,  as  one  noted  care- 
fully the  spirit  and  sentiment  of  the 
occasion  that  there  was  constantly 
.manifest  a  strong  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  home  land  to  recognize  the  do- 
minions over  the  seas  at  their  full 
worth  and  importance,  and  this  and 
the  meeting  together  of  Britons  from 
all  quarters  of  the  globe  must  inevit- 
ably produce  a  better  understanding 
tind  a  fuller  community  of  interest 
and  sympahy.  And  while  legislative 
movement  must  necessarily  be  slow, 
it  was  unmistakably  evidenced  that 
the  imperial  idea  was  steadily  grow- 
ing; that  we  are  being  brought  con- 
stantly nearer  the  goal;  and  I  may 
say  that  the  verdict  of  tlie  Canadian 
people  on  the  2l8t  of  September  last 
may  be  taken  as  fully  warranting  us 
in  saying  that  Canada  is  fully  ready 
to  play  her  jiart  in  the  closer  draw- 
ing of  the  bonds  that  hold  the  British 
empire   cofe'^ther. 

H.  B.  H.  The  Snka 

"The  mover  and  the  seconder  of  the 
address  a'so  referred  In  fitting  terms 
to  the  succession  of  H.  R.  H.  the 
Duke  of  Connaught  to  the  governor- 
generalship  o,  Canada.  This  above 
everything  else  is  evidence  of  the  de- 
sire at  hoine  to- give  to  the  relations 
I'ptween  this  the  chiefest  of  the  Brit- 
ish dominions,  and  C.rcat  Britain  and 
other  portions  of  the  empire,  that  per- 


Bonal  and  human  touch  which  counts 
80  much  In  the  affairs  of  nations.  It 
Is  another  of  those  Indefinable  ties  to 
Motherland  which  bind  us  all  to- 
Etther  and  help  to  pave  the  way 
smoothly  to  stlU  closer  political  rela- 
tions, of  whatever  nature  they  may  be, 
as  the  ultimate  solution  of  the  em- 
pire problem.  Upon  the  occas^ton  of 
our  visit  to  Ottawa  one  of  the  first 
privileges  accorded  us  by  Premier  Bor- 
den was  that  of  an  audience  with  His 
Royal  Highness.  He  came  down  to  his 
office  anil  expressed  the  wish  that  my 
colleagues  and  myself  should  call  upon 
him,  which  we  very  gladly  did.  He 
treated  us  with  a  marked  considera- 
tion and  courtesy  such  as  only  His 
Royal  Highness  could  have  shown,  ex- 
pressing his  deep  interest  in  and  solici- 
tude for  British  Columbia,  recalling  in- 
cidents of  his  short  visit  here  some  21 
years  ago,  and  expressing  his  Intention 
to  revisit  this  province  in  the  very 
near  future. 

"When  he  does  come  to  us  I  feel  con- 
fident that  he  wU  receive  such  a  rous- 
ingr  and  enthusiastic  welcome  as  will 
bring  Joj  and  gladness  to  his  heart 
He  will  find  himself  among  Britishers 
and  Canadians  who  love  the  land  they 
live  in  and  appreciate  at  its  full' 
worth  the  flag  that  flies  above  them. 

Xing'  Edward'*  WUb 

"I  believe  and  I  think  it  is  general- 
ly understood  in  ofTlclal  circles  that 
the  appointment  of  the  Duke  of  Con- 
naught  as  governor-general  in  Canada 
was  in  deference  to  the  expressed  per- 
sonal wish  of  the  late  King  Edward, 
whose  wisdom  and  kingly  statesman- 
ship did  so  much  for  the  welfare  of 
hH  ptople  in  their  relations  with  one 
another  and  with  other  peoples.  It 
was  ir.  accordance  with  his  late  ma- 
jesty's desire  that  the  duke  should 
make  it  his  very  pleasurable  task  to 
come  to  Canada,  and  in  consequence, 
that  he  has  now  thrown  in  his  lot  with 
the  Canadian  people.  Taking  the 
coronation  and  the  appointment  of  His 
Royal  Highness  together  we  may  say 
that  her-  are  found  two  of  the  most 
Important  and  significant  events  in 
the  history  of  the  evolution  of  the  im- 
perial Ideal — two  events  most  notable 
in  their  empire-making  effect.  Another 
and  also  notably  significant  happening 
In  a  similar  direction  wai  the  return 
of  Mr.   Borden  as  premier  of  Canada. 


The  success  of  the  Conservative  party 
upon  the  Issue  which  its  opponenta 
chose  to  give  battle  upon  was  a  mes- 
sage to  Great  Rritatn  that  the  heart 
of  Canada  is  right— that  Canada  stands 
for  the  maintenance  of  British  Institu- 
tions, for  reciprocal  trade  within  the 
empire,  for  co-operation  in  defence 
ami  In  all  nther  matters  in  which 
British  subjects  the  world  over  can 
work  with  each  other  for  all  purposes 
that  are   for  the  common   good. 

Earl    Qrey'a    Sapartnre 

"Another  matter  which  propprly  Is 
referred  to  In  his  honor's  speech  is 
that  of  the  recent  departure  of  Earl 
Grey  from  this  Canadian  Dominion. 
It  Is  only  a- short  time  aso,  upon  the 
occasion  of  his  depaiture,  since  I  had 
from  his  lordship  a  message  conveying 
his  best  wishes  for  British  Columbia 
and  for  her  people.  How  closely  Earl 
Grey  has  followed  everything  of  in- 
terest to  Canada  and  to  British  Colum- 
bia is  well  known.  He  has  at  all  times 
evlrced  a  special  interest  In  this  prov- 
ince, and  never  neglected  any  slight- 
est opportunity  to  bring  himself  into 
touch  with  conditiona  here  and  to 
study  and  become  acquainted  with  our 
people.  It  Is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
we  have  never  had  in  the  old  land  a 
better  or  more  sympathetic  friend 
than  we  have  in  Lord  Grey,  and  when 
I  Bay  that  the  people  of  British  Co- 
lumbia wish  him  and  his  every  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  I  say  nothing 
that  Is  o^e  bit  extravagant. 

BTXupatbatio  BeUtlona 
"With  regard  to  our  visit  to  Ottawa, 
all  details  of  the  mission  will  be  con- 
tained in  a  report  which  will  shortly  be 
presented  to  the  house,  and  what  we 
have  done  will  then  be  open  to  debate 
and  criticism.  Many  matters  were 
taken  up,  and  we  are  encouraged  to  be- 
lieve that  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  accomplishment  of  our  commission. 
1  can  promise  this  house  that  nothing 
Will  be  left  undone  to  emphasize  to  the 
full  the  desires  of  this  province.  I  do 
not  want  the  people  of  this  province  or 
of  any  part  of  Canada  to  think  that  we 
have  asked  for  or  expect  any  more  from 
lilt  BoFuen  sovcriimcr.t  iha:i  we  are 
strictly  entitled  to  or  that  we  should 
hHve  obtained  from  the  Uaurler  govern- 
ment. Our  present  relations  are  those 
which  Bhould  subsist  between  a  province 
and  a  Dominion   of  which  It  is  an  in- 
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ttgral  part,  each  supreme  within  its 
own  limits,  but  willing  and  anxious  to 
eliminate  causes  of  friction  where  re- 
spective jurisdictions  or  interests  seem 
tc  conflict.  They  are  not  the  relations 
which  have  subsisted  since  the  Laurier 
govirnment  came  into  power,  and  even 
before  that  event,  and  the  relations 
which  we  iis  a  sovernment  were  anxious 
f>  establish  long  ago.  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  say  at  the  present  moment 
just  to  what  extent  negotiations  will  be 
carried  on  with  the  Dominion  or  to  dis- 
cuss tlie  details  of  all  that  is  proposed 
in  the  way  of  the  settlement  of  nut- 
f<t£ii.>dlng  matters  as  between  the  pro' 
viiice  and  the  Dominion.  I  do  not  think 
it  \\ould  be  right  or  proper  to  do  so  at 
the  present,  but  I  feel  that  you  may  lest 
assiuud  that  the  progress  shown  in  re- 
epecl  to  the  administration  o?  water  in 
the  railway  belt  and  the  increased  ap- 
piopriations  this  province  is  receiving 
in  various  public  works  will  bo  carried 
tc  a  point  where  a  satisfactory  settle- 
ment of  vexed  issues  can  be  affected. 
Co-Operation 

•'.Mioiher  thing  I  will  say,  and  that  is 
that  whenever  we  now  no  to  Ottawa 
with  a  case  that  is  dectiit,  right  anu 
fair,  we  will  receive  that  treatment  to 
which  we  feel  that  we  are  as  a  province 
entitled.  Papers  in  connection  with  oui 
visit  wili  soon  be  presented  to  the  house 
and  these  will  go  into  matters  with  as 
niuch  detail  .as  poFsible.  In  addition  to 
the  questions,  which  have  aiisen  as 
those  already  under  consideration, 
there  are  many  matters  connected  with 
mining,  agriculture  fisheries,  forestry, 
railway  construction,  Immlgiution  and 
labor,  etc.,  in  reijiard  to  which  the  two 
govtrnments  can  and  should  work  in 
co-operation,  supplementing  each  other's 
eftorts  without  impinging  upon  respec- 
tive rights  or  mixing  up  legislative 
authority  in  any  way.  Towards  this 
tmd  I  may  say  the  two  governments  are 
now  working.  This  I  have  already  said 
might  have  been  In  the  past,  and  it  i^ 
destined  to  produce  oubstantlal  results 
In  the  future.  We  are  aslcing  no  favora 
or  no  discrimination  in  our  behalf — 
simply  recognition  of  that  to  which  In 
all  fairness  .ve  are  entitled.  And  what- 
ever m.akes  for  the  good  of  British  Co- 
lumbia must  ledound  to  the  advantage 
of  Canada  as  a  while.  (Applause.) 
B.  C.'a  ■•▼•nue 

"I  do  not  think  it  Is  necessary  for  me 
at  the  present  juncture  to  take  up  much 


time  in  consideration  of  the  flnanoial 
position  of  the  province  as  disclosed  by 
the  pubic  accounts.  These  have  been 
laid  before  the  house  and  speak  for 
themselves.  We  have  today  a  revenue 
tf'Ur  times  greater  than  we  had  when 
this  government  took  power.  We  have 
a  surplus  for  the  last  fiscal  year  of  ap- 
proximately two  and  s  quarter  millions. 
And  wc  have  a  large  cush  biilarire  in  the 
bank.  We  have  all  this,  and  we  havenl 
the  same  time  been  able  to  expend  very 
large  sums  on  necessary  public  works, 
and  to  do  efllciently  and  on  a  larger 
scale  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of 
the  province  those  many  th'.ngs  which 
arc  necessary  and  desirable  in  the  way 
of  the  administration  of  our  affairs,  and 
the  dovelopment  of  our  resources.  As 
I  have  said  on  previous  occasions  In 
discussing  these  matters,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  people  generally,  while  the 
government  cannot  and  does  not  take 
to  Itself  the  entire  credit.  It  may  fairly 
lay  claim  to  a  reasonable  share  of  re- 
sponsibility for  placing  the  political 
and  financial  affairs  of  British  Columbia 
in  such  a  position  that  the  business  ele- 
ment and  the  worklngmen  of  this  pro- 
vincial community  can  turn  to  the  best 
advantage  the  opportunities  which  lie 
before  them.  The  credit  of  the  province 
has  now  been  so  established  that  if  the 
government  and  the  legislature  deemed 
it  necessary  and  desirable,  we  might  go 
to  the  money  markets  of  the  world  and 
pledge  it  to  the  extent  of  many  mil- 
Ucns,  our  securities  today  ranking  am- 
ong the  best  in  the  world. 

Songheea  Beserve 

"As  to  the  Songhees  reserve  settle- 
ment, my  friend  the  member  for  Albernl 
has  said  that  It  might  have  been  arriv- 
ed at  long  ago,  but  that  we  were  await- 
ing an  opportune  time  in  order  to  make 
political  capital  upon  it.  Let  me  tell 
liim  that  for  years  different  govern- 
ments have  been  endeavoring  to  bring 
.aliout  aa  arrangement  under  which  the 
r.mova!  of  the  Indians  from  this  reser- 
vation might  be  secured,  but  it  has 
Kinained  for  this  administration  to 
.'<ecure  a  final  settlement  of  this  long- 
vexed  question.  It  Is  but  fair  to  say 
that  when  we  oi  necessity  asked  the  co- 

was  forthcoming,  save  and  except  with 
r->Fpect  to  the  disposition  of  the"  new 
rc-frerve  at  Esquimau.  Instead  of  offer- 
ing in  fairness  to  take  that  reserve  for 
tlic  Indians   upon    the   usual   terms,  the 
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province  retaining  its.  reversi  >nary  In- 
terest, they  would  not  consent  to  the 
settlement  arrived  at  until  we  should 
give  them  a  freehold  interest  In  the  new 
leserve.  We  w>;re  held  up,  and  we  gave 
It,  because  It  was  of  paramount  impor- 
tance that  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
should  be  secured,  and  that  *'^o  prop- 
ti  ty  in  the  old  reserve  should  be  put  to 
more  appropriate  uses  for  the  advantage 
of  the  people  of  Victoria  and  of  British 
Columbia. 

"However,  we  have  the  reserve  prop- 
erty today;  we  are  now  engaged  In 
clearing  up  the  title;  we  have  under  way 
plans  with  respect  to  railway  accom- 
modation, and  We  will  endeavor  in  our 
final  arrangements  to  put  the  reserve 
property  tn  such  uses  as  will  be  not 
only  profitable  but  creditable  to  the 
province.  We  have  In  it  a  large  in- 
vestment, and  we  believe  that  we  will 
get  every  cent  back,  but  the  general 
good  of  the  public  and  the  province  Is 
and  will  be  our  first  consideration, 
rather  than  loolcing  for  profit.  This 
has  influenced  our  actions  all  the  way 
through. 

Tribute  to  Tlotoila 

"In  respect  to  the  forty-three  acres 
which  my  friend  from  Alberni  has 
spoken  of  as  promised  to  the  city  of 
Victori.i  under  an  old  order-in-council 
of  several  years  ago,  I  notice  that  my 
friend  opposite  has  laid  a  special  em- 
phasis upon  this,  suggesting  that  as  I 
am  a  member  for  Victoria  if  an  elec- 
tion is  brought  on,  he  will  do  his  best 
to  fix  me  on  this  text,  (laughter).  I 
have  one  great  comfort  and  that  is  that 
the  people  of  Victoria  are  fair-njfndeil, 
clear-headed  and  progressive.  They 
realize  quite  fully  that  the  Victoria  of 
ten  years  ago  is  very  different  from  the 
Victoria  of  to^lay.  Then  tlie  population 
was  about  twenty  thousand;  today  we 
have  a  bustling,  busy,  rapidly-growing 
commercial  city  of  60,000  or  70,000,  and 
so  soon  as  railway  construction  and 
other  factors  in  comprehensive  de- 
\«iopment  h.ive  been  completely  ar- 
ranged for,  it  will  be  a  city  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  or  more.  The  people  of 
Victoria  look  at  this  miitter  in  a.  hiisi- 
ness  way  and  realize  that  land  thus 
brought  into  the  business  part  of  the 
city  could  never  be  allotted  in  large 
area  for  park  purposes.  If  I  am  not 
right  I  am  prepared  to  answer  with  and 


to  the  people  of  Victoria.  They  will 
find  that  in  the  final  settlement  the 
action  taken  In  the  Songhees  matter 
will  meet  with  tlieir  entire  satisfaction 
and  be  acceptable  also  to  the  people  of 
all  parts  of  Vancouver  Island  and  the 
i-ntire  province  of  British  Columbia. 
InOlau  XiKnds  and  Titles 
"And  while  I  am  on  this  question  of 
ttie  Songhees  reserve,  I  might  refer 
briefly  to  the  question  of  Indian  re- 
serves in  genLTal.  My  friend  '.he  sec- 
ond member  for  Vancouver,  made  some 
reference  to  this  matter  and  perhaps 
left  an  impression  that  he  had  no  de- 
sire to  convey,  and  one  which  might 
t«nd  to  disturb  the  minds  of  the  In- 
dians throughout  the  province.  There 
has  been  much  in  the  papers  of  late 
with  regard  to  an  agitation  brought 
about  recently  on  the  subject  of  Indian 
lands  and  titles  throughout  the  pro- 
vince, and  it  is  not  so  long  ago  since 
a  party  of  Indian  chiefs  from  all  parts 
of  Britisli  Columbia  came  here  to  con- 
fer witli  my  colleaBues  and  myself  In 
this  connection.  Briefly  their  case  was 
that  they  were  here  before  the  whites, 
iuit  their  fathers  held  possession  of  the 
land  before  them,  and  that  we  w^re  to 
believe  that  nothing  had  ever  been  done 
to  disentitle  them  to  the  whole  pro- 
vince. We  want  you,  they  said,  to  go 
to  the  courts  and  show  that  these  lands 
are  not  yours,  but  ours.  We  told  them 
that  we  could  not  consider  for  a  mo- 
ment such  a  proposition.  We  spoke  to 
them  also  of  the  large  areas  That  had 
been  assigned  as  reserves  for  the  In- 
dians of  British  Columbia,  hand-picked 
lands  they  are,  too,  to  a  large  extent. 
We  told  them  that  we  would  protect 
them  iri  enjoyment  of  these  lands,  but 
we  could  go  no  further.  We  also 
pointed  out  the  opportunities  existing 
for  Indians,  if  they  so  desired,  to  en- 
large their  holdings  by  taking  advantage 
of  the  pre-emption  law,  and  we  also 
spoke  to  them  of  the  disposition  of  the 
government  to  give  Indians  who  might 
so  desire,  opportunity  to  work  on  the 
roads  and  other  public  undertakings. 
We  told  them  generally  that  we  desired 
to  trf*at  thrrn  a==  frirrds,  n^t  as  fo«?B, 
but  that  they  must  expect  the  govern- 
ment to  stand  firmly  for  the  lights  of 
the  community.  And  that  has  since 
been  our  position  at  Ottawa  and  in 
England. 


12 


WUl    Beapaot   rziielr    Bichta 

"The  object  of  this  government  In 
dealing  with  the  Indiana  is  not  only  to 
respect  their  rights  In  every  way  pos- 
s>ibie.  but  In  so  far  as  possible  to  assist 
them  In  taking  a  superior  position  in 
tlie  future  to  that  which  thoy  now  oc- 
cupy. T  readjustment  of  the  entire 
matter  ot  Indian  leserves  unu.r  the  ar- 
rangement entered  into  with  the  Dom- 
inion in  1876  has  now  become  inevit- 
able. It  was  intended  from  the  very 
first  that  there  should  be  rearrange- 
ments from  time  to  time  of  the  reserve 
areas.  Tlie  province  was  to  re-possess 
lands  no  longer  required  by  the  Indian 
tribes  in  proportion  to  their  diminish- 
ment.  or  to  increase  the  size  of  the  re- 
serves in  proportion  to  the  requirements 
as  the  tribes  might  Increase.  In  at- 
tempting to  give  effect  to  the  terms 
of  that  convention  It  cannot  be  said 
that  the  government  is  showing  any 
disposition  to  break  faith  with  the  In- 
dians or  with  the  Dominion  authorities, 
who  act  as    their  guardians 

'It  is  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that  many  of  the  Indian  reserves, 
which,  by  the  way,  represent  the  best 
lands  to  be  found  in  uie  various  dis- 
tricts, are.  If  not  abandoned  altogeth- 
er by  the  dying  out  of  the  Indians,  al- 
mo.st  in  an  abandoned  condition:  and  a 
very  large  acreage  in  the  aggregate  Is 
left  unprDriuctive  and  unoccupied.  This 
is  not  a  desirable  condition,  and  Is  one 
of  no  advantage  to  the  natives  of  the 
country,  some  of  this  id  has,  by 
reason  of  settlement  and  development, 
become  exceedingly  valuable.  It  was  in 
this  sense.  I  am  sure,  that  the  second 
member  for  Vancouver  spoke,  for  I  am 
sure  from  my  knowledge  of  him  that  he 
would  be  the  first  man  in  this  legisla- 
ture to  protest  against  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  rlgh!  i  of   the   Indians. 

Oovemment  to  stand.  Firm 

"We  are  ready  and  glad  at  any  time 
to  receive  In  conference  representative 
men  of  the  Indian  peoples  and  to  dis- 
cuss with  them  any  matters  legitimate- 
ly worthy  of  consideration,  such  as 
that  which  has  been  suggested  in  re- 
gard to  grants  in  fee  to  parts  of  the 
reserves.  Necessarily  extra  care  and 
patience  must  always  be  exercised  in 
liius  cuiiferring  with  the  original  in- 
habitants of  the  land,  so  that  there  may 
be  no  misunderstanding,  but,  as  I  say, 
the  government  Is  determined  to  stand 
firm  in  the  position  which  It  has  taken 


with   respect   to    the    crown    lands.     ■«« 
will   treat   the   Indians   as   brothers   and 
as   friends,   as    they   are    entitled    to   be 
treated,   and   we   hope,   wth    the  co-oper- 
ttion  of  Ottawa,  shortly  to  reach  a  Just 
an^'   equitable   arrang.n.ent   with    regard 
to   reserve   matters  generally.     We   can- 
not   but    note    the    large    acreage    under 
existing  reserve  in  excess  of   the  neces- 
sities  Of    the   Indians— the   thousands  of 
acres    of   good    land    lying    waste    which 
might   be    tilled   and    made   contributary 
to    the    necessities    of    the    province.     It 
is   with    a   view    to   securing    the   settle- 
ment and  profitable  utilization  of  these 
areas    that    negotiations    are   being    con- 
ducted  with   the  government  at  Ottawa. 
Not    much    progress    has    as    yet      been 
made  in   this  matter,  Ijut  we  are   strong 
in  the  determination  to  move  along  with 
It,    and    hope    cat    the    entire      Indian 
question    will    be   finally    and    definitely 
settled   later   on.      xhe   Indians   only    re- 
quire to  be  properly  advised  as  to  their 
rights    in    this    province    to    be    entirely 
reasonable.     The    government    would    be 
Inclined    to    go    much    further    than    the 
"province   ever  yet   has   done   in   placing 
the   Indians   in   a  better   position   in    the 
social   scale,    but   I   do   not    take  it    that 
the   Indians    can    ever   be    better   off    by 
merely   holding  on   to  a  large  extent  of 
land  to  which   they  have  no   fee  simple, 
which  they  are  entitled  to  have  for  use 
and  occupation,  but  of  which  they  make 
no    beneficial    use.        Personally,    i    am 
glad  to  be  the  friend  of  many  of  their 
leading   men,   and    I    would    be    the    last 
to  suggest  that   they  should   suffer   the 
least    diminution     of    their      legitimate 
rights  In    a   land   of   which    they     were 
once    the    sole    Inhabitants. 

btratlusona  Park 
"With  respect  to  Strathcona  park  and 
its  development,  while  we  are  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  striving  to  promote  the  mater- 
ial and  commercial  development  of  our 
province,  It  is  but  right  and  highly  de- 
sirable that  this  great  provincial  play- 
ground should  have  been  set  aside  as 
a  place  for  the  pleasuring  and  the  pro- 
motion of  the  health  of  the  people.  I 
am  glad  to  K;iy  that  the  Minister  of 
Public  Works  has  reached  that  point  In 
connection  with  the  development  of  th* 
provincial  park  that  he  ia  now  ready  to 
ask  for  a  substantial  vote  to  assist  In 
this  good  work,  from  which  the  people 
of  Vancouver,  Victoria,  and  Nanalmo 
are  certain  in  the  future  to  derive  much 
good. 
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ProTindal  UniTarBtty 
"With  respect  lo  the  Unlve-slty.  I 
hope  that  the  Minister  of  Education  will 
shortly  be  in  a  position  to  make  an  an- 
nouncement  to  the  house  in  connection 
with  this  gnat  work  of  higher  educa- 
tion in  which  he  has  always  taken  so 
great  and  so  active  an  Interest.  It  is 
certainly  gratifying  to  all  of  us  to  know 
that  he  hopes  in  1913  to  be  able  to  open 
the  doors  of  this  provincial  educational 
institution,  the  facilitleB  of  which  are 
to  fully  equal  those  of  Toronto  or  Mo- 
Glll,  an  institution  whose  curriculum  and 
whose  staff  of  teachers  will  be  fully 
equal  to  any  in  the  world. 

Mlnlaff  BevaiovniMit 

"Perhaps  as  Minister  of  Mines  I 
should  say  something  at  this  Juncture 
with  regard  to  the  progress  made  by 
the  mining  Industry  during  the  just  past 
year.  Mining  generally  throughout  the 
province  has  held  its  own  during  the 
year.  The  older  properties  have  made 
about  the  output  expected  of  them,  and 
a  few  new  properties  have  advanced  to 
such  a  position  as  to  ensure  a  substan- 
tial production  in  the  future,  such  aa 
the  Britannia  mine  on  Howe  Sound  and 
the  Granby's  new  properties  on  Observa- 
tory Inlet,  while  in  the  Slocan  several 
properties  have  developed  ore  of  such 
quality  and  quantity  as  gives  hope  that 
the  palmy  days  of  that  district  are  by 
no  means  past — even  the  hills  there 
have  a  silver  lining. 

Statistics  of  the  year's  production  are 
not    yet   complete,    but   an    estimate    by 
the   provincial   mineralogist  leads  us  to 
expect  a  production  of  about  (6,187,000 
in   gold.  $946,000  In  silver,   $1,161,000  In 
lead,   14,432,000   in  copper,  and  $127,000  In 
zinc,  or  a  total  production  of  the  metal- 
liferous mine*  amounting  to  $11,853,000; 
of  coal  the  estimated  production  of  $8,- 
623.000,  of  coke  $466,000.  and  of  build- 
inr  materials,   $2,000,000,  giving-  a  total 
valuation  of  the  output  for  1911  of  $J2,- 
841.000,  this  total  output  being  approxl- 
mntely  $3,600,000  less  than  that  of  19lO. 
"Each  of  these  items  (except  building 
materials)  shows  a  considerable  decrease 
as  compared  with  last  year,  which  does 
not  appear  consistent  with  my  nrevlou- 
remarks  and   would  not  be   were  it  not 
that    they    are    capable    of    exiplanation. 
The  chief  reason   is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  labor  troubles  caused  the  shut- 
ting down  of  the  Crowg  Nest  coal  mines 
and    coke    plant    for   a   period    of   eight 


months  out  of  the  year.  This  entailed 
directly  a  loss  of  output  in  coal  and  coke 
of  over  $2,120,000  and  Indirectly,  through 
cutting  off  the  coke  supply,  thereby 
shutting  down  the  large  Boundary  dis- 
trict smelters  and  mines,  of  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  losses  shown  for  cop- 
per and  gold  and  part  of  the  decrease  in 
silver.  A  remaining  portion  of  the  sil- 
ver decrease  and  also  the  diminution 
In  the  zinc  output  Is  attribuUble  lo  the 
destruction  of  the  Kaslo  and  Slocan 
railway,  cutting  off  transportation  fa- 
cilities and  destroying  the  plant  of  the 
mines. 

Xndiiatilal  Fsao* 

"With  regard  to  the  very  regrettable 
sttlke  referred  to,  I  sincerely  hope  that 
we  shall  ere  long  find  some  machinery 
which   will     operate     successfully     and 
Without  injustice  to  any,  by  which  such 
deplorable   industrial    dUturbances   may 
be  avoided.     I  do  not  propose  to  enter 
Into    any    discussion    of    the    ethics    of 
strikes.     It  is  perhaps   true     that     the 
right  to  strike  constitutes  the  greatest 
Piotection    which    the    workingman    en- 
joys.     But   when   one   goes   through     a 
distrtct  in  which  a  strike  is  taking  place 
he  cannot  but  feel  the  pity  of  It  all.    It 
is  of  course  disastrous  to  the  interests 
directly   concerned  and   to  the   business 
of    the    country,    but    how    much    worse 
for  the  men  who  ar«  deprived  of  their 
opportunity  of  earning  a  livelihood  for 
themselves   and   those   dependent     upon 
them,  and  how  much  worse     still     for 
their  faithful  wives     and     their     little 
children!     It  Is  too  bad  that  the  genius 
of  man  has  not  yet  been  able  to  devise 
some  means  by  which  these  moist  deplor- 
able crises  may  be  averted. 

Groundhog  Ueaanrea. 
"The  outlook  for  the  metalliferous  mines 
or  British  Columbia  1«  enoouragln«,  and  U 
we  get  a  year  free  from  labor  trouble*,  the 
output  of  the  Slocan,  Nelson,  Rossland 
Boundary  and  SImllkameen  mines  ghould 
•how  an  Increase  In  gold,  silver  and  l-ad, 
while  the  Coast  mines  should  show  an  In- 
crease In  copper  production.  At  present  our 
oai    mines   produce  about   half  of   our   total 

rrom  the  development  o'  the  past  year  as 
tnough  we  had  only  touched  the  margin  of 
our  wonderful  coal  deposits.  The  year's  de- 
««I°?"?!°lf  Include  new  and  great  coal 
nnrVf-'."  j''"'  ."■-^■'■===~.  Other  Do*  and  im- 
....K.  '*",!""  '"  *"•  SImllkameen,  and 
last,  but  probably  the  greatest.  Is  the  de- 
termination  of  what  promise,  to  be  fhe 
5^.'.  .V  ■"♦•"•"'»•  o--  seml-anthraclte  field 
.T-  «v     P*""!"^'"'*.  on  the  headwaters  of 

H^Lf**!."*  '■"'"•  '""'•  "^'-J  "  ""ly  partly 
developed  a.  yet.  and  If  but  a  fraction  of 
the   pretsnt    promise   Is   fulfilled    It   Is   bound 
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to  have  a  wondiTfuily  stiimilative  pffi'cl 
upon  the  future  of  the  provlnci'.  The  coal 
mines  of  Gre;it  HiUain  give  It  Itn  pn.sliion 
as  the  manufai  turliiB  centre  of  the  wiir  hi, 
and  our  cuiil  fluids  unqu.  stlonahly  will  sf-rve 
a»  a  strnnK  mnt-net  to  draw  the  manulac- 
turlHK  Interests  of  thn  Pacific  to  our  shores. 
Coal  Is  a  breeder  of  Industries  and  Its  value 
to  the  oounlry  rtois  not  hv  any  meins  end 
with  Its  dlsposil  i,y  th"  niitdim-  compa- 
nlei. 

Coal     :Mines    Bill. 

"And,  while  I  (lose  my  remarks,  It  will 
not  he  unlnterestlnff  to  the  House  to  know 
that  the  Coal  Mines  bill  of  two  years  aRO. 
brought  through  its  various  stises  with  the 
nitive  co-o]>eration  of  all  the  itiembrrs  has 
been  worklnir  well,  i  know  that  my  friend. 
the  mtmb.r  for  N'ewastle.  will  say  or  will 
•  UEBest  that  I  am  tne  coal  miner's  worst 
enemy;  that  the  life  and  limb  of  the  miner 
are  of  no  eonsequenee  at  all  with  me,  *o 
long  as  we  promote  th..  financial  Interests 
of  our  business   friends.    I   do  not   think,   how- 


ever, that  that  member  siiould  airogate  to 
himself  all  the  sympnthttlc  and  active  In- 
terest In  the  miners'  welfare  that  he  hai 
eipressed  In  this  House.  The  Interest  and 
assiduity  displayed  by  the  ineniberg  gener- 
ally In  the  perfection  of  this  measure  at- 
te.<it.   Indeed,   quite   the  contrary. 

"And  b.fore  sitting  do  vn  t  ml>;ht,  per- 
haps-, announce  to  the  House  that  the  office 
of  chief  Inspector  of  mines,  v.icatid  by  the 
resiKnatlon  of  Mr.  Shc^pherd,  was  filled  at 
the  first  of  the  year  liy  the  appointment  of 
.Mr.  Thomas  Graham  of  Nanalmo.  an  ap- 
imintnient  which  I  am  sure  will  meet  with 
the  appi-ohation  of  even  the  member  for 
Newcastle.  an'S  prove  of  distinct  advantage 
to  the  industry  and  to  the  country.  I  had 
not  intended  to  keep  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  or 
the  House  I  PKaKed  with  my  remarks  at  so 
great  length.  I  have  spoken  longer  than 
I  had  Intended  to  speak,  but  I  felt  that 
the  observations  of  my  friend,  the  Jeader 
of  the  opp.i.^ltlon,  called  perhaps,  for  some 
further  explanation  at  my  hands."  (Ap- 
plause. 


,--.   -rT.     v-.. 
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